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Our Mission

Our Vision

Our Philosophy Our History
We believe that all people and children are

entitled to a safe environment free from
violence. We recognize that every person

is at risk, and we are committed to working
collectively and cooperatively to end
violence against women, men, and

children in our community. We believe that
each person has the ability and right to

control their own life. We are committed to
empowerment-based support services
which affirm a person's competence to

make decisions. We believe we must take
an active role in increasing public

awareness that domestic violence is a
crime and in advocating systems change,
in order to reduce tolerance for domestic

violence in our community.

DVCCC began as the YWCA Women's
Resource Center (WRC) to serve as an
informational and referral source for

Chester County women. In response to the
great need for services, WRC reorganized

in 1976 as the Domestic Violence Center of
Chester County, focusing on domestic
violence intervention and prevention.
DVCCC is the only organization within

Chester County that has a contract with the
PA Department of Human Services and the

Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic
Violence to provide services to victims and
their dependent children who present their
primary victimization as domestic violence

- which includes family and relationship
abuse such as intimate partner abuse, teen

dating violence, elder abuse, child abuse,
and forms of human trafficking.

The vision of the Domestic Violence Center of Chester County is to eliminate
Domestic Violence in Chester County.

The mission of the Domestic Violence Center of Chester County is to provide
intervention, education, outreach, advocacy, and programs to prevent,

reduce, and remedy Domestic Violence in Chester County.

The Domestic Violence Center 
of Chester County
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Non-Discrimination Policy
We are committed to an equal program service and equal employment opportunities. The Domestic Violence

Center of Chester County's program services and employment are designed to prohibit discrimination on the basis
of race, gender, color, creed, age, national origin, sexual identity, sexual orientation, ability, economic, social, or

marital status or political or religious beliefs.

Planning For Growth
Service Focus Areas

The Domestic Violence Center of Chester County operates our direct service
and prevention programs by utilizing a detailed operational work plan.

To assure we are providing the best services available, DVCCC prioritizes three
major focus areas for our services.

Strengthen infrastructure to ensure sustainable
economic, organizational, and successional growth.  

Strengthen community engagement.

Deepen relationships with victims/survivors to increase
knowledge, empowerment, and capacity to advocate for

social change.

The Domestic Violence Center of Chester County commits to supporting organization
staff and leadership to enhance their knowledge and skills by providing internal and

encouraging external training opportunities, growing and training a direct service
volunteer base as state recognized domestic violence advocates, and regularly

evaluating organizational and service effectiveness and planning for improvement.

The Domestic Violence Center of Chester County is focused on connecting with and
educating our community on the issue of domestic violence by providing awareness

and prevention programming for individuals of all ages and groups from all
backgrounds, strengthening their ability to advocate on behalf of and provide support

for victims/survivors of domestic violence.

The Domestic Violence Center of Chester County's priority is to provide a safe space for
victims/survivors of family and relationship abuse to seek healing, empowerment, and
assistance when living with or leaving an abusive situation. Survivors receive assistance

utilizing our 24-hour hotline, find sanctuary in our multiple housing programs, better
understand the effects of violence through trauma-informed counseling, connect with

one another's shared experiences through weekly support groups, seek justice through
our legal advocacy and representation programs, and move past the abuse stronger,

more prepared to advocate for others in similar circumstances.



A Message from Our
Leadership

DVCCC's CEO, Dr. Dolly Wideman-Scott
received the Harold Martin Leadership

Award from the Exton Region Chamber
of Commerce for her exemplary

leadership in improving the quality of
life for those in the Exton area.



From a DVCCC Survivor
 

The (Domestic Violence Center of Chester County) shelter, for me, was a God-send. 
I was scared beyond words when I walked in the doors. Fear of the unknown:
where do I go from here? How do I start over at my age?
 
Each day got better, and there was a little bit of hope creeping into my head. Then
I met (my DVCCC counselor). We had talks every day (from) simple things to
serious, life-changing decisions. She encouraged me to keep going forward to
achieve my goals and never give up. She never gave up on me and - believe me -
there were times I wanted to give up on myself. That was not an option with (my
counselor). I will forever be grateful to her.
 
(My DVCCC housing coordinator) was the backbone I didn't have yet. She was and
is the cheering section I always craved. She asked me: "What are your goals?" and I
said, "To have my own place." I never had my own place. I was married at age 17
and relied on my husband for 43 years. After the abuse became life-threatening,
there was no turning back. I knew my life was going to change forever. 
 
(My housing coordinator) gave me the push I needed to make my dreams of a
normal life come true. She held my hand for a while, and then let go and taught me
to stand on my own and fight for what I wanted.
 
As a result, I have my own apartment, pay my own bills, and have found peace and
happiness. (My housing coordinator) is my angel and I could never put into words
all she has done for me. 
 

 
I owe my new life - my better life - to the DVCCC.



1,784 brand new clients
received 10,638 hours of counseling

345 protection from abuse cases
were represented and 1,112 individuals received legal options

counseling 

291 children
received 984 hours of counseling

Quiver Farms Projects provided a nurturing and
educational chick-hatching experience for the children's

counseling department.

Dr. Anne Kirk of Kirk’s Martial Arts & Krav Maga provided
several weeks-long courses in self-defense and boundaries

for survivors and residents at DVCCC.

DVCCC Staff enjoyed a day of fun at Dorney Park with the
survivors and children they support thanks to a generous

ticket donation from Downingtown Middle School!

Direct Service
Outcomes

 



86 adults & 49 children
received 3,416 nights of emergency shelter

14 adults & 28 children
found a home in one of our independent housing programs.

22 adults & 26 children
safely resided in the Bridge Shelter program for 1,078 nights.

Vanguard Days of Caring sent a group of volunteers to our 
 housing units to clean up the grounds for new residents.

Cerner Corporation spent a day in the early spring
freshening up the flower beds for our residents to

brighten up their season!

Girl Scout Troop 4926 worked on their bronze award project
with DVCCC, spending a long day clearing out the gardens at

some of our residential units.

Housing
Program

Outcomes
 



Planting Seeds of Hope
Direct Service Impact

In 2018-2019 DVCCC
received 

3,606
hotline calls from

across Chester
County.

= OUTREACH LOCATIONS

DVCCC understands the importance of providing survivors with options - particularly
in their healing process. To provide a variety of educational and therapeutic
experiences to our survivors, DVCCC partners with many local organizations

throughout the year. Some of this year's experiences for adults included a 7-week
Self-Defense class from Kirk’s Martial Arts & Krav Maga, nutrition classes 

through Penn State University, financial
workshops in coordination with OpenHearth

Inc., a day of beauty provided by Erin
Cosgrove of Stellar Hair Studio, among many

more. These impactful and diverse
experiences are not only for the adult

survivors in our program, but also for the
children. This year's childrens' program

partnerships included visits from the West
Chester Public Library, a Chick-Hatching
experience from Quiver Farms, trauma-
sensitive yoga with DVCCC's volunteer,
Christine Johnston, music therapy from

Tempo! Music, as well as regular visits with
Freddie the Therapy Dog.

This beautiful piece of artwork, entitled "Reaching
For Hope," was created by residential, counseling,
and legal program participants of DVCCC for our
annual fundraising event and was sold for $300!



Planting Seeds of Change
Education & Prevention

Lethality Assessment
Program (LAP)

Launched by DVCCC and Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence in Chester County in 2012, LAP is a collaboration
between the Chester County District Attorney's Office, local law enforcement, and DVCCC. LAP improves the way first
responders communicate with victims of domestic violence during a call and promotes a coordinated community response,
immediately connecting victims at the highest risk of being killed with local domestic violence services. In 2018-2019, DVCCC
implemented LAP as a full-time initiative, hiring both a LAP Coordinator and Advocate. Throughout the year, several
trainings were held - providing education for the Chester County Sheriff's Office, Lincoln University and West Chester
University's public safety departments, and increasing the number of LAP-participating police departments by 14%.

Coaching Boys Into Men

The Coaching Boys Into Men (CBIM) program, based on the tenants of respect,
integrity, and nonviolence, trains coaches of high school athletic teams to use
their position as a role model for young men to discuss important social issues
with their athletes. CBIM became a full-time program as well this year, adding 5
more teams to the CBIM roster - almost doubling the number of teams
participating. When surveyed, 100% of athletes said they would recommend the
program because: "it really brought us together as a team," "it can prevent
violence," and "it teaches real-life skills!"

Sgt. Rodger Ollis was awarded the Shield of Excellence
Award at the DVCCC 2018 LAP Celebration event.

Teams who participated in Coaching Boys Into
Men during the 18-19 school year included:

Bayard Rustin High School Boys' Track & Field,
Cross-Country, and Freshman Football, West

Chester East High School Football and
Wrestling, Phoenixville Area Senior High School

Football and Basketball, Downingtown East
High School JV Basketball

Athletes were 15% more likely
to identify abusive behaviors

and 8% more likely to intervene
when witnessing abuse.

43% of individuals who screened  "high danger" went on to receive 
DVCCC's lifesaving services!

The CBIM Advisory Board is made up of leaders from across Chester County
and supports/facilitates program growth. Pictured here are Dr. Christopher

Lunardi, Dr. Dolly Wideman-Scott, Dr. Sarah Missett, Mayor Josh Maxwell, Louis
J. Beccaria PhD, Mayor Dianne Herrin, Jaclyn Radcliffe, Sgt. Rodger Ollis, DVCCC

Board President Matthew Holliday, and Eric M. Roe.



CBIM Leader, Dr. Christopher Lunardi won the PCADV 2019
Excellence in Male Leadership Award and threw the first

pitch at the Phillies game!

Phoenixville Area Senior High School participated in Coaching
Boys Into Men for the first time this year with both their

Football and Baksetball programs.

DVCCC's LAP Program grew, with the full team providing
their first training together at West Chester University for

Captain Morris and the public safety department.

62 programs for youth
reaching 1,638 children & teens

71 programs for adults
reaching 1,085 individuals

47 community-wide events
including fairs, festivals, and conferences

Education
Outcomes

 






































